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Introductions

• City of Madera
– Dave Merchen, Community Development 

Director
– Dave Randall, Planning Manager

• PMC
– Eric Norris
– Barb Kinison Brown
– Jill Savery

Let’s learn about YOU!
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25%
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25%
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1. Madera Resident
2. Business Owner
3. Landowner
4. Developer
5. Public Agency
6. Just here for the 

free snacks
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How long have you 
lived in Madera?
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17%17%

1. Less than a year
2. 1 to 5 years
3. 6 to 10 years
4. 10 to 15 years 
5. More than 15 

years

Let’s learn about YOU!

Why did you move 
to Madera?

 T
o b

e 
nea

r f
amily

 W
or

k

 C
os

t o
f li

vi
ng

 Lo
ca

tio
n 

 B
or

n o
r r

ais
ed

 he
re

9%

48%

30%

9%
4%

Let’s learn about YOU!

1. To be near family
2. Work
3. Cost of living
4. Location 
5. Born or raised 

here
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Own or Rent?
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100%

1. Own
2. Rent

Do you own or 
rent your home?

Let’s learn about YOU!

How satisfied are you
with life in Madera?
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1. Very satisfied
2. Somewhat satisfied
3. Somewhat dissatisfied
4. Very dissatisfied
5. Don’t know/No 

Comment
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Let’s learn about YOU!

How many public meetings 
have you attended in the 
past year?
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41%

15%

22%1. This is my first!
2. 2 to 5 
3. 6 to 10 
4. 11 to 15  
5. Way too many

Let’s learn about YOU!

Paper or plastic?
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42%

1. Paper
2. Plastic
3. Neither – I use 

cloth bags
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Objectives for Tonight’s Meeting

• What is “Sustainability”? 

• Sustainability in Vision Madera 2025

• Sustainability in the updated General Plan

• Examples of sustainable practices

• Community input on incorporating 
sustainability in the updated General Plan

– Land Use, Circulation, Energy

What is Sustainability?
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First Internationally Recognized Definition:

“… development that meets the needs of the 
present without compromising the ability of 
future generations to meet their own needs."

--Brundtland Report, 1987

Sustainable Development

• Since 1987, sustainability has been 
increasingly recognized as a guiding 
principle for a wide variety of public 
decisions.  

• The challenge of climate change has 
drawn more attention to sustainability as a 
means to address this critical issue.

Sustainability
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• Sustainable (or “green ”) practices are 
becoming more common:

– Energy conservation
– Green building practices
– Increasing public transit/walkability
– Reducing greenhouse gas emissions

• Cities now compete for the title of 
“Most Sustainable City”

Sustainability

Top 10 Most Sustainable Large U.S. Cities

1. Portland, OR
2. San Francisco, CA
3. Seattle, WA
4. Chicago, IL
5. Oakland, CA
6. New York City, NY

7. Boston, MA
8. Philadelphia, PA
9. Denver, CO
10.Minneapolis, MN

13.Sacramento
33.Fresno
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Portland: The Most Sustainable City (2006)

Portland’s Score (lower score is better)
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Sustainability in 
Vision Madera 2025

Vision Madera 2025

Vision Statements

• A Well-Planned City

• Good Jobs and Economic Opportunity
• A Strong Community and Great Schools
• A Safe, Healthy Environment
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Vision 2025

A Well-Planned City

“Sound planning helps Madera celebrate its past, balance its 
present with available resources and infrastructure …”

“Madera’s comprehensive transportation system connects 
local neighborhoods and districts with efficient, affordable 

mass transit …There is a well-developed system of walking 
and bicycle trails throughout the City.  

Safe, clean and attractive streets providing easy access to all 
parts of the City .”

Vision 2025

Good Jobs and Economic Opportunity

“Madera’s well-trained workforce helps attract new businesses 
that pay living wage jobs to the area.  Madera’s economy is 
increasingly attuned to a global marketplace .  Agriculture

continues to be recognized as a key driver in the local economy
and is preserved ...”

“Maderans support their community by shopping locally .  
Madera’s vigorous economy provides jobs and economic 

opportunities for all .”
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Vision Madera 2025

A Strong Community and Great Schools

“Madera is an inclusive community…Maderans enjoy rich cultural 
and educational lives .  Residents are proud to be Maderans, 

enriched by living in the community and working towards its 
betterment .”

“Madera’s many clubs and community groups support its 
residents and respond to changing community needs .  

Madera’s diverse cultures are celebrated…”

Vision 2025

A Safe, Healthy Environment

“Madera encourages and enforces high environmental 
standards including air and water quality.  The community is a
recognized leader in waste reduction, reuse and recycling, 

and the conservation of natural resources .”

“Maderans are healthy and fit .  Madera’s state-of-the-art 
medical facilities and clinics serve all ages and cultures .”
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Sustainability for Madera

Definition of “sustainability” as it will be used 
in the Updated General Plan: 

“Sustainability in Madera means respecting and 
balancing social, environmental and economic 

systems and their interrelationships that 
promote a thriving and lasting community.”

Sustainability in the 
Updated General Plan
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Madera’s General Plan Elements

Sustainability

Health & Safety

Community 
Character

Circulation Parks, Trails & 
Open Space

Housing

Community Design

Conservation

Land Use

MADERAMADERA

Sustainability in the General Plan

• Vision 2025 showed that Maderans want a 
sustainable community. There are a variety 
of ways to promote sustainability in the 
Updated General Plan.

• The following slides will help gauge the 
extent to which key sustainability concepts 
will be implemented in the General Plan.
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Sustainability: What and How Much?

Tonight we will focus on three key 
areas in which Sustainability can be 
addressed in the General Plan:

1. Land Use

2. Circulation

3. Energy/Green Building

Sustainable Land Use

• Encourages “responsible development”
not “anti-development”

• Incorporates Smart Growth principles:
– A range of housing choices
– Walkable neighborhoods
– Foster a sense of place
– Mix of land uses
– Preserve open space, farmland, and critical areas
– Direct development towards existing areas

• Encourages land use patterns that reduce 
driving and energy use
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Potential Land Use Strategies

• Growth boundary – “City Stops Here”
• Phased growth areas
• Promote infill development
• Higher density of development 

(residential and commercial)
• Mixed uses
• Provide a range of housing types for all 

income levels

Growth Boundary

Preserve Critical
Resources

Preserve Critical 
Resources

Target Growth
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Growth Boundary

Should Madera establish 
a growth boundary?
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46%
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1. Strongly Agree
2. Somewhat Agree
3. No Preference
4. Somewhat 

Disagree
5. Strongly Disagree

How to Impose a Growth Boundary?
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33%

67%If Madera were to establish a 
growth boundary, how should 
this be accomplished?

1. Regulatory Approach 
(City establishes a 
boundary)

2. Monetary Approach (City 
or others pay to 
purchase land outside 
the boundary)
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Would YOU Pay to Preserve Land?

If the City bought land 
outside the growth 
boundary, would you pay a 
tax or fee to support this?
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1. Yes, I would agree to 
pay a reasonable tax

2. No, I would not pay
3. New development 

should pay to 
preserve land

Phased Growth Areas
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Phased Growth Areas
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1. Strongly Agree
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5. Strongly Disagree

Should Madera establish 
phased growth areas?

Who Decides Phasing?
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1. City
2. Developers/Landowners
3. Madera Voters

Who should determine 
phased growth areas?



20

Infill Development

Infill Development
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1. Strongly Agree
2. Somewhat Agree
3. No Preference
4. Somewhat 

Disagree
5. Strongly Disagree

Should Madera promote 
infill development?
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Infill in YOUR Neighborhood?
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27%

0%

Would you support an infill 
project that would affect 
your neighborhood?

1. Yes
2. No
3. Maybe

Higher Density
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Higher Density

 S
tro

ng
ly 

Agr
ee

 S
om

ew
ha

t A
gr

ee

 N
o 

Stro
ng

 P
re

fe
re

nce

 S
om

ew
ha

t D
isa

gr
ee

 S
tro

ng
l y

 D
isa

gr
ee

55%

23%

9%
14%

0%

1. Strongly Agree
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Disagree
5. Strongly Disagree

Should Madera allow 
higher density?

How High?
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46%
How many stories per 
building should be 
allowed in Madera?

1. 2-Story
2. 3-Story
3. 4-Story
4. 5+ Stories
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Mixed Uses

Mixed Uses

Do you think Madera 
should support mixed 
uses?

 S
tr o

ng
ly 

Agr
ee

 S
omew

ha
t A

gr
ee

 N
o P

re
fer

en
c e

 S
omew

ha
t D

isa
gr

ee

 S
tro

ng
ly 

Disa
gr

ee

64%

23%

0%

9%
5%

1. Strongly Agree
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Disagree
5. Strongly Disagree
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Mixed Uses

Mixed-use areas have many 
benefits, but are also generally 
more active—open more hours 
of the day, more pedestrians, 
more noise, etc.

Would you accept these 
trade-offs?
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es  N

o

22%

78%

1. Yes
2. No

Range of Housing Choices
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Range of Housing Choices

Should Madera provide a 
mix of housing choices?
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1. Strongly Agree
2. Somewhat Agree
3. No Preference
4. Somewhat 

Disagree
5. Strongly Disagree

Range of Housing Choices

What is the City’s 
greatest housing need?
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3. Housing for Upper-

Income Households
4. All of the Above
5. Don’t Know
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A “Walkable” Madera

A “Walkable” Madera

Should Madera’s land 
uses promote walkability?
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Disagree
5. Strongly Disagree
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A “Walkable” Madera
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1. Elementary School
2. Park
3. Grocery Store
4. Other Services
5. Office
6. None of the Above

What would you walk or 
bike to? 
(you can select up to 3 responses)

How Far Would You Walk?
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18%

27%
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14%
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1. ¼ Mile
2. ½ Mile
3. 1 Mile
4. More than 1 Mile
5. I Prefer to Drive

How far would you walk 
to a destination?
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How Far Would You Bike?
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21%
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21%
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How far would you bike to 
a destination?

1. 1 mile
2. 2-3 miles
3. 3-5 miles
4. More than 5 miles
5. I Prefer to Drive

Sustainable Circulation

1. Makes it easier to travel in and around 
Madera

2. Makes it easier to get around without 
a car

3. Encourages shorter trips and makes it 
easier to walk or bike

4. Helps reduce greenhouse gas 
emissions and air pollution
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Potential Circulation Strategies

• Connections - reduce barriers for shorter 
trips

• Less car-dependent
– Public transportation:

• Buses/shuttles
• Light rail

• Heavy rail

• “Complete Streets” (Cars, Bikes, Walking, 
Public Transit)

Connections
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Connections
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1. Strongly Agree
2. Somewhat Agree
3. No Preference
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Should Madera work to 
reduce barriers to 
circulation?

Connections

More circulation choice can 
reduce congestion and air 
pollution, but it may also 
mean more cars driving on 
local streets. Would you 
accept this trade-off?
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46%

17%

38%

1. Yes
2. No
3. No Opinion
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Mobility Choices

Mobility Choices
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1. More Trails
2. More Buses
3. More Shuttles
4. Light Rail
5. Amtrak
6. Existing Circulation 

System is OK

Should Madera promote 
more mobility choices?
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43%
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32%
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11%

2%

What form of travel would 
you use?  
(select up to 3 choices)

What Would YOU Use?

1. Walk or Bike on Trails
2. Local Bus

3. Local Shuttles
4. Light Rail
5. Amtrak
6. My Car

Complete Streets: All Users Share
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Complete Streets: All Users Share
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Should Madera create 
“ Complete Streets”?

Complete Streets

By devoting space to 
bicycles and pedestrians, 
“complete streets” can 
increase vehicle 
congestion. Would you 
accept this trade-off?
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63%
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33%

1. Yes 
2. No
3. No Opinion
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Sustainable Energy Use

1. Makes wise use of energy resources
2. Encourages use of energy from 

renewable sources (such as solar 
energy)

3. Encourages use of alternative fuels
4. Helps reduce greenhouse gas 

emissions

Potential Energy Strategies

• Energy Conservation & Efficiency
• Green Building

• Renewable Energy / Alternative Fuels
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Energy Conservation & Efficiency

Energy Conservation & Efficiency
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1. Strongly Agree
2. Somewhat Agree
3. No Preference
4. Somewhat 

Disagree
5. Strongly Disagree

Should Madera promote 
sustainable energy use 
through conservation 
and efficiency?
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Energy Conservation & Efficiency

Which approach(es) should 
the City use to increase 
energy conservation and 
efficiency?
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24%1. Mandatory Regulations
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4. City Provides Financial 
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Energy Conservation & Efficiency

If the City’s energy 
requirements would 
increase housing 
prices, would you 
support them?
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1. Yes 
2. No 
3. No Opinion
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Green Building

Green Building

Should the City create 
a Green Building 
Program?
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1. Yes, a Voluntary 
Program

2. Yes, a Municipal 
Building Only Program

3. Yes, a Mandatory 
Program

4. No program
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Renewable Energy/Alternative Fuels

Renewable Energy/Alternative Fuels
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1. Strongly Agree
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3. No Preference
4. Somewhat Disagree
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Should the City 
promote renewable 
energy and alternative 
fuels?
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Renewable Energy/Alternative Fuels

How should the City 
promote renewable energy 
and alternative fuels?
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2. A Voluntary Program
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1. Good old Gasoline
2. Diesel
3. Ethanol
4. Hybrid
5. Electricity
6. People Power

What fuels your car?

What Fuels YOUR Car?
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What’s Next?

Upcoming Meetings

• NEXT MEETING: March 31st: Land Use
– Land Use Concepts that reflect tonight’s input

• April 28th: Circulation
– Circulation Concepts from tonight’s meeting

• May 26th: Housing 
• June 30th: Conservation 
• July 28th: Health and Safety 
• August 25th: Community Character and 

Community Design 
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Thank you!

www.maderageneralplan.com


