
3.0 RESPONSES TO COMMENTS 

City of Madera City of Madera General Plan Update 
August 2009 Final Environmental Impact Report 

3.0-171 



3.0 RESPONSES TO COMMENTS 

City of Madera General Plan Update City of Madera 
Final Environmental Impact Report August 2009 

3.0-172 

 
Letter 5: Morris Reid, Dora Jones, Mark Emerick, Patrick Hammond III, Janice Devine, 

Sam Lawhon, Harold Hammond Sr.; Picayune Rancheria of the Chukchansi 
Indians 

Response 5-1:  The commenter suggests that a sentence in the Cultural and Paleontological 
Resources Section of the EIR, page 4.11-3, be deleted because the 
commenter states the statement is not accurate. 

This statement is stricken: 

“North Fork Mono inhabited the San Joaquin Valley and Sierra foothills, 
migrating from their foothills homeland down to the Valley for hunting and 
fishing, working with other tribes along the way, such as the Yokuts and 
Miwoks (Tatum, 2006).  “ 

Response 5-2:  Please see the GP Response to Comments Matrix in Appendix A. 

Response 5-3:  Please see the GP Response to Comments Matrix in Appendix A. 
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Letter 6: Various commenters at the Madera General Plan EIR public comment 
meeting on June 1, 2009. 

 

Response 6-1:  The DEIR was released May 13, 2009 for public review and comment. 

Response 6-2: The General Plan includes policies and action items to encourage pedestrian 
circulation and walkability in the City in the Circulation Element (CI-27 through 
CI-37).  The Parks and Recreation Master Plan, a separate document that the 
City is in the process of finalizing and adopting, will have more detail 
regarding plans for walking trails.   

Response 6-3: The General Plan broke the City up into “Villages”, which includes 3-4 
neighborhoods, including older neighborhoods in the city.  There are specific 
Policies and Action Items for implementation for each Village in the General 
Plan Land Use Element. 

Response 6-4: Yes, the Oberti olive operations environmental issues are addressed in the EIR 
in sections 4.4 and 4.9. 

Response 6-5: There is no limit regarding big box development size in the General Plan 
update.  The Community Design Element of the General Plan includes policies 
addressing site layout and building design aimed at the goal of ensuring high 
quality urban design throughout Madera. 

Response 6-6:  Water supply and related water issues are addressed in the Hydrology 
section of the EIR (Section 4.9) and in the Conservation Element of the 
General Plan.  The Conservation Element includes policies and action items to 
meet the goal of ensuring a sustainable water supplies. 

Response 6-7:  The City meets with the County monthly and coordinates regional issues and 
the City and County partner with each other on water issues.   

Response 6-8: The General Plan is a living document, and it needs to be amended from time 
to time to address new things. State law allows four amendments per year. 
The Village Reserve General Plan land use designation allows for more 
detailed planning. Developers will build the homes and roads, the community 
established the vision. Staff will meet early on with developers to reflect what 
the values are at which point a more detailed planning process commences. 

The building blocks section of the General Plan Land Use Element (for 
example, Policy LU-34) lays out future steps. Implementation planning is Step 
1. Addressing detailed neighborhood plans is Step 2, and the development 
proposal process is Step 3.  Action Items in the General Plan set specific things 
that will be done. 

Response 6-9: The General Plan includes policies and action items addressing regional 
coordination.  The Sustainability Element has policies about good government 
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regarding coordination, and the Circulation Element also discusses regional 
coordination. 

Response 6-10: Call the City of Madera Planning Department. 

Response 6-11: SB 375 is addressed in the building blocks section of the General Plan Land 
Use Element. AB 32 is addressed in the Conservation Element.  The General 
Plan includes policies that require completing a greenhouse gas audit as the 
first step, and then developing a Climate Action Plan. The Circulation Element 
also includes green streets policies to allow for bikes and pedestrians to use 
the streets. 

Response 6-12: No, the EIR will go to Planning Commission after the public comment period 
has ended, and after the response to comments has been completed.   

 

 

 

 



 




