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3.0 RESPONSES TO COMMENTS

Letter 5: Morris Reid, Dora Jones, Mark Emerick, Patrick Hammond Ill, Janice Devine,
Sam Lawhon, Harold Hammond Sr.; Picayune Rancheria of the Chukchansi
Indians

Response 5-1: The commenter suggests that a sentence in the Cultural and Paleontological

Resources Section of the EIR, page 4.11-3, be deleted because the
commenter states the statement is not accurate.

This statement is stricken:

Response 5-2: Please see the GP Response to Comments Matrix in Appendix A.
Response 5-3: Please see the GP Response to Comments Matrix in Appendix A.
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Letter 6

Madera General Plan EIR Public Comment Meeting
June 1, 2009

Questions from Public:

Q: When was the EIR released?

‘.’“
-

Q: The word “walkability” mentioned- are there plans to improve walking trails? Madera

walking trails not to the same standard as Fresno and other city’s walking trails in the 6-2
area. The Madera trails not as well landscaped. Concerned that the maintenance people

on the trails are from the prison rather than from the City.

Q: How will the new concepts in the General Plan be incorporated within the older parts | 6-3
of Madera? How will implementation occur?

Q: Are the contamination problems from the former Oberti olive operations addressed? | 6-4
Q: Is there a limit to big box development size that is set? | 6-5
Q: Really likes what we’re doing, b1-1t is concerned about water. Is water reclamation 6-6

being considered? What happens if there are more bad water years?

Q: Has there been any concentrated effort to establish communication or link with the
County? I have a well and there aren’t a lot of restrictions. Depending on how much 6-7
water farmers use, and how much County users consume, can impact the City.

Q: What is the post-General Plan adoption process? Annual reviews? Amendments? Will 6-8
developers plan each village?

Q: How does the GP address the issue of regional cooperation? Transportation issues, etc. 6-9
Q: If we don’t know where to find something in the EIR who do we contact? I 6-10
Q: AB 32 and SB 375- are they in one place or scattered throughout? | 6-11

Q: Will the EIR go to the Planning Commission before:the public comment period has | 6-12
ended? -
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Letter 6:

Response 6-1:

Response 6-2:

Response 6-3:

Response 6-4:

Response 6-5:

Response 6-6:

Response 6-7:

Response 6-8:

Response 6-9:

Various commenters at the Madera General Plan EIR public comment
meeting on June 1, 2009.

The DEIR was released May 13, 2009 for public review and comment.

The General Plan includes policies and action items to encourage pedestrian
circulation and walkability in the City in the Circulation Element (CI-27 through
CI-37). The Parks and Recreation Master Plan, a separate document that the
City is in the process of finaliziing and adopting, wil have more detalil
regarding plans for walking trails.

The General Plan broke the City up into “Villages”, which includes 3-4
neighborhoods, including older neighborhoods in the city. There are specific
Policies and Action Iltems for implementation for each Village in the General
Plan Land Use Element.

Yes, the Oberti olive operations environmental issues are addressed in the EIR
in sections 4.4 and 4.9.

There is no limit regarding big box development size in the General Plan
update. The Community Design Element of the General Plan includes policies
addressing site layout and building design aimed at the goal of ensuring high
quality urban design throughout Madera.

Water supply and related water issues are addressed in the Hydrology
section of the EIR (Section 4.9) and in the Conservation Element of the
General Plan. The Conservation Element includes policies and action items to
meet the goal of ensuring a sustainable water supplies.

The City meets with the County monthly and coordinates regional issues and
the City and County partner with each other on water issues.

The General Plan is a living document, and it needs to be amended from time
to time to address new things. State law allows four amendments per year.
The Village Reserve General Plan land use designation allows for more
detailed planning. Developers will build the homes and roads, the community
established the vision. Staff will meet early on with developers to reflect what
the values are at which point a more detailed planning process commences.

The building blocks section of the General Plan Land Use Element (for
example, Policy LU-34) lays out future steps. Implementation planning is Step
1. Addressing detailed neighborhood plans is Step 2, and the development
proposal process is Step 3. Action Items in the General Plan set specific things
that will be done.

The General Plan includes policies and action items addressing regional
coordination. The Sustainability Element has policies about good government

City of Madera General Plan Update City of Madera
Final Environmental Impact Report August 2009

3.0-174



3.0 RESPONSES TO COMMENTS

Response 6-10:

Response 6-11:

Response 6-12:

regarding coordination, and the Circulation Element also discusses regional
coordination.

Call the City of Madera Planning Department.

SB 375 is addressed in the building blocks section of the General Plan Land
Use Element. AB 32 is addressed in the Conservation Element. The General
Plan includes policies that require completing a greenhouse gas audit as the
first step, and then developing a Climate Action Plan. The Circulation Element
also includes green streets policies to allow for bikes and pedestrians to use
the streets.

No, the EIR will go to Planning Commission after the public comment period
has ended, and after the response to comments has been completed.

City of Madera
August 2009
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