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3.7 INTENDED USES OF THE EIR AND APPROVAL PROCESS

This EIR provides a programmatic environmental review of implementation of the General Plan.
Subsequent activities falling under the General Plan will use this EIR to focus the environmental
review of the subsequent activity and as the basis in determining whether the later activity may
have any significant effects, pursuant to State CEQA Guidelines Section 15183.

The City of Madera General Plan will be presented to the City of Madera Planning Commission
for review, comment, and recommendations. The City of Madera City Council, as the City’s
legislative body, is the approving authority for the City of Madera General Plan. In order to
approve the General Plan, the City Council would have to take the following actions:

 Certification of the City of Madera General Plan EIR.

 Adoption of required findings for the above actions, including required findings under the
State CEQA Guidelines, Sections 15090, 15091, and 15093.

 Adoption of the City of Madera General Plan.

Following certification of the EIR and adoption of the General Plan by the City Council, all
subsequent activities and development within the City will be guided by the goals and policies
in the updated General Plan. The City Council is anticipated to conduct the following
subsequent activities to implement the General Plan:

 The City will adopt a comprehensive Parks and Recreation Master Plan that implements
the policies contained in the Parks and Recreation Element of the General Plan.

 The City will initiate a comprehensive amendment of the City of Madera Zoning
Ordinance to achieve consistency with the adopted General Plan.

– The Zoning Ordinance would further define land uses and the development
standards applicable to each of the General Plan’s land use designations.

– The Zoning Ordinance would establish the land use entitlement process
applicable to the land use designations.

 The City will adopt a Downtown Master Plan.

 The City will consider adopting financing programs or fee programs for public
infrastructure and growth management.

 The City will prepare and/or update infrastructure and public service master plans for
facilities such as sewer, water, and storm drainage.

 The City will consider further analyzing and planning for public infrastructure such as
roadway improvements consistent with the General Plan Roadway System Map,
construction of parks, trails, and other capital improvements, and natural resource
preservation and/or restoration.

 The City would consider approval of various private development entitlement requests
(e.g., specific plans, master plans, tentative subdivision maps, design review, use permits)
that are consistent with the General Plan and its Land Use Map.
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OTHER GOVERNMENTAL AGENCY APPROVALS

Additional subsequent approvals and permits that may be required from local, regional, state,
and federal agencies in the processing of subsequent development permits include, but are not
limited to, the following:

 Madera County Local Agency Formation Commission (LAFCo) approval of future
requests to annex land into the City. LAFCo must also approve amendments to the
Sphere of Influence and Urban Development Boundary for the City of Madera, as well as
the formation, reorganization, incorporation, or consolidation of special districts that
provide services in the City or the Planning Area.

 San Joaquin Valley Unified Air Pollution Control District approval of dust control plans and
other permits for subsequent projects.

 California Department of Transportation (Caltrans) approval of improvements and/or
funding for future improvements associated with state highway facilities.

 Extension of service and/or expansion of infrastructure facilities by the City or other
providers.

 Madera County Airport Land Use Commission review and/or approval of any activity
impacting the airport.

 California Department of Fish and Game approval of potential future streambed
alteration agreements, pursuant to the Fish and Game Code. Approval of any future
potential take of state-listed wildlife and plant species covered under the California
Endangered Species Act.

 Central Valley Regional Water Quality Control Board (RWQCB) and State Water
Resources Control Board (SWRCB) review and/or approval of any activity impacting
Planning Area water features, pursuant to the Clean Water Act and RWQCB standards.

 U.S. Army Corps of Engineers (USACE) approval of any future wetland fill activities,
pursuant to the federal Clean Water Act.

 U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service (USFWS) approvals involving any future potential take of
federally listed wildlife and plant species and their habitats covered under the federal
Endangered Species Act.

 U.S. Environmental Protection Agency (USEPA) concurrence with Section 404 of the
Clean Water Act permit.




